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OF FAMILY FUN!
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SUMMER BLAST

Where else in Texas can
you hold a baby alligator = =
and meet “Big Al” the =

. largest gator in the state?

Want more? Spend time in
 fantastic museums, see our .
- famous Lucas Gusher blow
¢ at Spindletop or snap your:
- picture in front of a 24-ft
. spotted fire hydrant.
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STAY & P LAY GRAPEVINE IS THE PREMIER LEISURE

DESTINATION IN NORTH TEXAS. WITH EXTRAORDINARY HOTELS, A
VARIETY OF STORES FOR GREAT SHOPPING, AN ABUNDANCE OF
RESTAURANTS, ATTRACTIONS FOR EVERYONE IN THE FAMILY AND

A ONE-OF-A-KIND URBAN WINE TRAIL; A TRIP - .

To GRAPEVINE IS A WONDERFUL EXPERIENCE.

To ENHANCE YOUR GETAWAY, CHOOSE ONE OF

THE INCREDIBLE WEEKEND PACKAGES FROM

THE HOTELS AND RESORTS IN GRAPEVINE.

QNMOM ¥00AaLNO SHOHS Odd Ssvag

VISIT us AT GRAPEVINETEXASUSA.com « 800-457-6338

CENTRALLY LOCATED IN DFW AREA

* GRAPEVINE VINTAGE RAILROAD * SIX ANNUAL FESTIVALS ¢ B,000 ACRE LAKE GRAPEVINE ¢
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ally presented the sketchbook to his son Mason,
who subsequently reorganized it into an album
and added a preface and photos of the artist.

Thus, as the exhibit explains, the sketchbook
‘ represents a layering of “voices” that span more
than a century.

For more on this exhibit, call 806/651-
2244; www.panhandleplains.org. —C.L

DIGGING THE WEB

A LITTLE-KNOWN “MUSEUM” CALLED TEXAS
Beyond History has been taking armchair travel-
| ers to new heights, or depths, if you will, since
| 2001. Accessed through the Web site www.texas
beyondhistory.net, the virtual attraction is a col-
laboration between the Texas Archeological Re-
search Laboratory (TARL) and 16 other organiza-
tions. It showcases the fruits of more than 80 years
of research and allows visitors to tour more than
| 50 archeological sites throughout the state, many
| of which are inaccessible to actual travelers.

One such site is Hinds Cave in the arid Low-
er Pecos area, where researchers in the 1970s
found unusually well-preserved fragments of an-
| cient life. Hinds Cave holds the story of at least
9,000 years of hunter-gatherer activity. Online
visitors can explore it from many perspectives; for
example, you can view images of sandals made
from yucca fibers, then flip to another page to see
how researchers mapped where prehistoric hu-
mans cooked and slept. A click of the mouse, and
you can delve into details about the excavation.

The Web site also covers archeological sites
that are open to the public, including Hueco
Tanks near El Paso, an oasis frequented for mil-
lennia by hunter-gatherers, desert farmers, and
later travelers; Mission Espiritu Santo, a Spanish-
Colonial site near Goliad; and Fort McKavett,
a mid-19th-Century fort near Menard. Thanks
to the treasure-trove of interpretive material at Tex-
as Beyond History, a virtual visit to one of these
sites proves a great prelude to the real thing.

—N.M.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HEMISFAIR

THE PANORAMIC VIEW FROM THE TOP OF
San Antonio’s 750-foot Tower of the Americas has
thrilled residents and international visitors alike
since 1968, when the tower opened as part of
HemisFair '68, an international exposition that at-
tracted people from more than 30 countries.




